The Cursive Road to Reading and Spelling
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Practice Chart for the Blumenfeld’s
Alpha-Phonics First Readers

Student: Teacher:

Reader Lesson Completed  Skills Practiced Dates Read

Book 1 Lessons 1 - 14 Short a
Single Letter Consonants, ck, qu

Book 2 Lessons 15 —28 Short vowels: 4, €, 1, 0 U, ph th.

Book 3 Lessons 29 — 37 Consonant digraphs: sh, ch, wh;

to be, to have; contractions.

Book 4  Lessons 38 — 39 Two-Syllable short vowel words.

Book 5 Lessons 40 — 49 al, all; Consonant Blends: ng, ing,

Final Consonant Blends

Book 6 Lessons 50 — 71 More Final Consonant Blends

2-Syllable words w/consonant
blends; Initial Consonant Blends

Book 7  Lessons 72 — 86 Long a spellings, au/aw, ar.

Book 8  Lessons 87 —-100 Long Vowel € & 1 Spellings

Book 9 Lessons 101 — 117 ough, augh, gh=f,

Long Vowel 0 spellings
Long 60, Short 00; ow, ou;
oy, oi; Long Vowel @i Spellings.

Book 10 Lessons 118 — 128 The rest of the Blumenfeld’s

Alpha-Phonics Spelling Patterns,
/er/, Silent Letters, etc.

Book 11  Poetry

Chart prepared on May 18, 2009 by Donald L. Potter. www.donpotter.net




Tutor’s Daily Record Chart

For Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics System

Student’s Name

School

Date

Lessons

Tutor’s observations on student’s performance.

Tutor




Note from Internet Publisher: Donald L. Potter
September 15, 2009

I have been using Dr. Samuel L. Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics System for sixteen years. I have used it to teach reading to
elementary bilingual students and remedial students of all ages.

During the 1999-2000 school year, I taught it to a group of second grade bilingual students at the Murry Fly Elementary
School in Odessa, TX. This was the first year that I implemented Dr. Blumenfeld’s whole program (phonics plus cursive)
for “total linguistic function.” I followed the handwriting lessons in his book How to Tutor, which are correlated with the
phonics lessons. Before that I had worked in a bilingual pullout program where I only saw the children a few hours each
week so I felt that there was no time to introduce the cursive. For the Murry Fly Students, I implemented the complete
program including the cursive handwriting, spelling, and creative writing. Detailed Alpha Phonics Lesson Plans for that
year of instruction are on my website: www.donpotter.net. Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics Primer (2005) is available in a
spiral edition at www.chalcedon.edu. A free pdf is available on my website. It can be read on an iPad or other tablet and
presented on a screen for Internet tutoring with Skype, Zoom, or other meeting app.

To be specific, the children learned to apply their phonics by writing all the words and sentences in Alpha-Phonics two
times: once for class work under my close supervision, and once for homework under the eye of their parents. They read
all the words and sentences to their parents. This was highly intensive phonics and cursive handwriting program.

At the end of the school year, we had an exciting Alpha-Phonics Celebration with parents, family, friends, and
distinguished educators from our school district.

I demonstrated conclusively that Dr. Blumenfeld’s program could be taught to a whole class in a single school year. The
English reading test scores that year were excellent. Providentially, I was able to test the children with the Miller Word
Identification Assessment: Level 2 for artificially induced whole-word dyslexia three years later, when they were in fifth
grade. The students were free of any signs of dyslexia and were reading significantly above grade level in English. They
not only read well, but their fluent cursive handwriting enabled them to lay down a lot of words on the page when they
were taking class notes, writing essays, and doing creative writing assignments.

Other teachers I trained when I was an ESL Trainer for the district, report that they are still using Alpha-Phonics in their
bilingual classrooms.

This Alpha-Phonics Cursive & Reading Progress Chart will enable teachers to keep close track of their students’
progress. | offer the chart as a free service from the www.donpotter.net web site. I taught Alpha-Phonics successfully for
many years without the First Readers, but have lately found them a welcome addition.

The 2009-2010 year at the Odessa Christian School, I used 4/pha-Phonics in conjunction with Motor Movement Cursive
Handwriting with all my tutoring students. I call the method, The Cursive Road to Reading and Spelling: The Cursive
Cure for ADHD. It has proven tremendously effective for teaching reading, writing, spelling, and interestingly in helping
students develop focus and self-control. This is essentially a spelling approach to teaching reading. F-R1-11 stands for
First Reader 1 through 11. I published the First Readers in 2012. They are available from Amazon as a paperback
anthology: First Readers Anthology.

Thanks to my granddaughter Leticia Saiid for helping with editing of this chart. Leticia is a recent honors graduate from
Lubbock Christian University in Lubbock, TX. She has extensive experience tutoring college students struggling with
math. One of her main areas of interest is math anxiety: its cause and cure. I am looking forward to publishing the results
of her research on my website.

I resigned from the Odessa Christian School in 2019. I current tutor in-person at 2020 E. 8" St, Odessa, TX., and Online
with Skype. I tutor handwriting (cursive and manuscript), remedial reading (dyslexia), spelling, and English grammar.
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Donald L. Potter, Odessa, TX.



