Ne

OQAC

1o

€AC

rinting
J

INg aAno
J

Spe '

@]

A |

Na~—

NONICS

ractice Sentences

nt 2009

onda

G

Potter

Copvrig
|/ J

DY
/

esson 6:

a

sat.

\/

ax

Ale]

Nam.

anwas tan. Was

Sam tan”?
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an OX,?

a
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\/

axX MaagG

7

Qg

was tan.

€esson
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Nas d
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€SS
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J
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€SS.

enmen met.
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G
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The catisathincat. Thisis his cat. Thisis Beth. Tell

Y that Rex is at bat. T isin the | Yid

Beth tell them that the catisin the bog? The cat ran.
4]  dicin ¢ | T . th 4] I

il +h the | o | Phil +h Betl |
Seth. ThenBeth and Seth ran with the hen. Quick,

ge’r the thick net.
Lmnﬁ':t:lhﬁ_qeﬂgkﬁzx_gpj_qmgp_d_thg_b_QLth
red hen fellin the bath and go’r wet. [ he Red Sox will

win. Yaz will win. [ oms the son of Jack. The dog ran
with the cat. The It:)o’r go’r hot. Is the dog in the box?

The doq | Lin the | Bol D I X
dgck.Mngm_thgj_ng_hgs_tbg_mgp.lhgj_quhgs_L

ock onit. Quick,lock the box.But the fox ran.

red. [ he dog ran with the foxes. Val's dog is in the

Ioen .
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dad pu’r the pup in the tub . Can Jack pu” the bi% |09 up

the hill 2 Jacl il the hill. T | iugis Tull

The dog go’r mud on the rug. Gus pu’r the mug on the
Rick]| hi T| cic. The tul
tull of | Thel lugin 4l A biabullis

the pen. Vdl pu’r the mud in the tub.

| |; /)\N| | [ | | :Eﬂii fiS'C in ii’) |3'IS diSh 'IS{!I”Q{

chips. FPam sat on the deck of the ship. Don has a chill,
Bud| L Richl | lis rich. Bud is hi
chum. His chinis thin. He hid the dish of fish in the shed.
< six. Chuckisin the shack. Dad| | |

Chuck will wash the ship .Pam will pu” the dog off the
<hio Did B heck 1l hack? B id check 1l

S'\OCI(.

Poge 3




MMM&M@MM_
catand a dog. They have six pe’rs. Youhave a pe’r

o / k?No . | S| 4]
the bed. The pe’rs were in the tub. They were in the
sick. Did she win? Yes, she won.

| esson 3/: [sBill sad”? Billisn't sad. Is this Peg 's dog?
No, thisisn 't Peg s dog. [sit Jill's dog? Yes,it's Jill's

dog ” | e
They can't run. Did Jill run? Jill didin't run. L et's not

Jog.|e+%run.
Lesson 39: Jill has a picnic basket full of ho’rdogs and

Mmmmmmmw it ded. Coaloin cat 1 )

I1:>o<:|<e’r .Bill's mascot is arabbit. Don pu’r aredribbon

lon oF o L et'e vieit Patraick’s dad 1

a vivid sunet.




[ essontO: Cadl's ID<>|| Timis tall, DidHal tall”? Cal has the
ball. Calhit the ball with the bat, Phihp sat on the wall. His
JockeT isinthe hall. Call Cal. Tell Cal that his ballis in the

hall. s the ballin his JOC et looc|<eTr.7 Yes. itis.

L €550N LH Deb SOﬂg a SOﬂg. ROH POﬁg The b@” The SOﬁg

was sung. | he kingcansing. | he gangsana. |imisin
J JJ J J W J

Hong Kong.
J J

| essontZ/: Janis sinaing a song. Bill is rinaina the bell.
vJ J J J J

Deg S geﬂing allwet. Rickis |<ic|<ing the ball. The catis

DMMMMMMM ~

Fixing the shack. Meg 5 peﬂing the cat. Is Mom

m digaingin the mud”’/
JJ J

eson 't Billis mending his tent.Kent went hurﬁing. Jack
went with Kent. Bob lent Annhis fishing rod. Annis

M@M@ﬂ&@@ﬂ&b&m&m

the pond, Jillis fond of Phi|ip. Dhi|i|lt:> sent Jill o bog of

mints. | he cat sat on the ant hill. Bethis Purming n the

wind, Kentisin the band . Mom will mend Pam's socks.,

que 5



IS bigger‘ Bill sent aletter.Her dadis a hunter.

Summer is better than winter.

Lessont /:Hank pu’r cashin the bank. Bob pu’r gas N

the tank . Betl  the dishin the sink. Bill had o | |
* iunk. D | the | h Dad| T

nad lunch with Bess. Bev had punch with her lunch.

Pam has the ’rolo bunk.

esson 18 Bill 9o’r araftasa gif’r Heleft hisraft at

the pond. Theraftis big. CanBilllift the raft? The
factis that| + But Jacl Bl i+ 4]

raft. Ann go’r a gif't . Jan will ge’r the next gif’r. Can
| 1q- Ji ot his desk . Jill will the tes
Beth did her best. Billwent west. Bob did a task. Hank

canrunfast. The metalchest was fullofrust.,

Mmm@w C o e Fieh? Bl will oitch b

tent at the camp.




Lesson 33: The cat sat at the edge of theledge and
did not budge. The cat sat on the fence. The Fog IS

dense .

| esson /O truck, skip, swift, q uick, %rud%e, 9|oss.

lond, Fudge, dumlo, task, sash, |isp, c|csp dwell, c|o|o .

lacl . 4ol | ok ot . |
spun, slosh, shr‘imp, p|umb, prom, feill | Ho%, cliff, erux,
draft, chest.bridge. edge. golt. elm. scant.scrunch, -
Y ho| Dutch. witl - dish . bank ki fond

act lift,lef+t, kep’r trick France , hitch, next, lunch,
flash, twist, strand, scuff.

| esson /|: The cat sat still. Bill had Fudge with his
the bank.Pamhad a stiff neck.Kenneth had shrimp
forlunch. The king of France was It:>|l.1m|;::>. Frankis a

. The | oD | the brid e <kin |
teh. S  the trashinabasket . Fred sa Y

The 4] A .

™ A ekun| . ekin. T 4 skunl
stunk. Modge had a strand of gems. The clock struck
hmeJieglbe_tnugk_gpj_siugkin_tbe_mudg_quej_




up and take a bath”? Dave has an ache in his hand.

Jane ate the cake . When will Dave shave his face?

Jack fellin the lake . CanDave save Jack? Yes Dave
lack D Ko locket. This ol .

safe. [he cat hidin the cave.His name is Jake.Kate

Beth ate a grape.

Lesson /6: Clair poid ten cents at the go’re  Gailwill
44l i For the train. I the trainis late. Gail

will take abus. [n Spoin the rain falls on the Ir:}|<:1in .Cain

< waitine et the meim ccte. 1F the fuain i< lote to]

hair. Jane is 'fr‘imming her nails. "If it rains take the
o : NT gy - " I : I :

e " said Dave. But Kate did not weit in 4he o
The ool i lote. S i i the o

esson /8:Can FO)/ p|0|>/ with Koy? They say that

- ay may play withKay . Jay will play a game with Kay .
wg%.lhggcgmﬁ_bjﬁ;thgj_dg%lhg_dgps_gw




esson [Y9:Billis eighT. Jack has eighT cents, |<o>/ s hat

has a veil. Dave ate eighT cupcokes lhe fPeighT frain

came. Can They weighT the fPeighT? Yes, They can weigh

the FP@ighT onascale. They wil |o|0|>/ with their qame.

Dave and Koy are on the 6ighﬂ CJ01>/ ot their qame.

| s5s0n 87 paydoy. I"Oi|WCi>/. oir*lo|cme . Spoceship. away.,

engage, waitress, Poining _enslave . gmﬁeﬂﬂ. comp|oim.

mailman. chairman. embrace . obtain, Jroi|go+e.

p|o>/moJre.

o p ol ow P ;

Vaud SiHing on the lawn. The cat cut her DOW. P auy
: : : I : )

| esson 86 :Markhas ared car. "Park the car in the

yor*d sad Art . Pamhas g big diow of Jom. Hethhas g

Ioar”r lale p|o>/, Mark's farmhas abarn. Father went far

away ong the p|cme. [tis darkin the loor“|<, "Start the
car,"saidMa. | he dog will barkin the dark. Pa's yord S
full of Jun|<, Mark's arm has anitch. Beth has aball of
yarn. "[f it rains, but the cartinthe barn," said F ather.
1 he shark ate the small fish. Clark and Mark are smart.
Warge drank @ g uanrt of milk. Paul and Art will lD|OI>/

cards. Mark can take his car onPT,

PO%@ q



| 88 j C the 1 ? Shei
the g ueen. [s she the g ueen of Greece, Yes, sheis

the G | W o |  1h L | .
a '|eep. Will ’rhey sweep the street this week? Yes,

Y I y I th L Heis I

the g ueen. Dee andl ee will cheer the g ueen. We ate
s|eep .He was s|eeping in the breeze .| ee was on his

knee fixina the jeep.
J J |

I_CSSOH qO \.JGOF\ hOd a dr‘eom . She IDU"' credam in her'
tea.Jean ate ameal of veal.peas.bread. and tea.

sea. | he seaisin the east. [ he beachis neat and

PCOd "T'le SOO' HOd ZCCll . !




were Pete and Steve? Pete and Steve were here.
Hmﬂhﬂhw&ﬂhm@hMM
were here and there. "Sit here, not there. 'said

Steve. Steve and Gene were there at thebench.
T - Ctove S bod o tear in b

eye . EV@ hOS 9[‘660 6)/85 .

.MMM e tiond Vinie and Ronmie aee friond

Lassie ranin the field. The thief ran away . Vinnie will

Bonnie shields her eyes from the sun. Connie has a

niece . Her name is Minnie..

| o Ri| Iy Taffo was daffy M

was I'IO >/ Dddv was ver‘v I'T'ISI”‘I”‘V DOI"\F\V ate Condv

K [ It d The lobl UEE I| lav is hof
. 1y Betd | | cingl

The d hil L P .

Gor‘)g hasn't any money. The ci’ry IS |'\i||¥. The doy was

sunny.Daddy wasbusy. The baby wasfussy.Can

PGPP)/ COPP)/ BOI‘P)/'? POgG ”




needrest. Peggy feels very s|eep)g. "Meet me at the

to his teacher. T hereis abreeze near the sea. We
| 1 1 the field A

" )

up., "said Jean. We willbe back at the beach next
I . f? I . I

e Love " acked Permy Stoue vl mick the chapr

from the tree. [tis easy to read this page.
. " . 1]

said Ter‘r)g. "I will ’rr')g to do better," said John. Wh)g
Spain. She had cl o1 Nile o 4]
bow on my dress?" Connie asked. "] will Jfr*y an egg

for‘Timmy. "said Maom.

Page |2



qQ9- i | . I d
bike to the pil(e L will F|¥ my kite at the beach. We ate

i  ie . Lwill strive 1 ] hd Twil
strive to do my best. We will strive to run a mile each

. .II . | . . . . I .

m
What timeisit”? [t is five o 'clock. Mike likes to ride his
bike Tim i o drive hi T| . . I
the fair . J < Jack's wife H ol i
boby. Mom and Jan like p|oin rice, but dad likes spice

I . ||I E [ T B H : I

Lesson|QO: The igh’r was brigh’r. The price was r‘igh’r.
The night was chil )/'? Is the price high'? Yes. the price

vorvhioh The fre e briakt | ancie i eiaht. T

brigh’r |i9h’rs of the ci’ry are a sigh’r at nigh’r. Mike was in

brigh’r Jronigh’r.
Lasmnﬁtlmughmdwﬁgm&um%hm
ball. He thought the ball was fast. Dad taught a tennis

|GSSOF\.

Page 3




dr‘op. The steak was ’rough .Mike made Bi |>g |ou%h.

Teh S€a wWas r‘ough .

Lesson |O4: M)g nose is sore. My home isin Rome. |
smmmﬂmwm
ke Tel [ oke. S| I || |

one more time. | he stoveis hot. [ he dog ate the
m&nwmkmihmmmmplm_
MM@A&@@H&AWD@U&M;
Dad drove to the store. He bough’r some ho’rdogs and
Coke. "Come home when you are done. " she said.

Mom ate some’rhing for lunch. Be’r’ry loves to talk on

e ohone "ol b cnid i o ecft tane. ]
K e The note wasin code "Dl

don't poke andshove." T omsaid. We chose 1o go to

the seashore.

| 05- TI . | | Hol L+ aloaf
Qﬂbwgdgmnm&biaﬁsgndmmblhmp;
cgnﬂgciqud_bgughj_cmLﬂQr_thg&tm&Qangnd_

Joan had oatmeal. Mom has tea and toast each doy.

Dad bought abigboat. The boat floats on the lake.
@nmbga&dmi.—aqggﬁ_




LessonlO6: Joanwants to grow up. The snow tell last

nighT. Lknow what I want. ] want to own acar. Bill wants

his own boat. Bob wants torowhisboat. Co slowin the

snow. "l know the way home . " said Joan. Jake will mow the

lawn after lunch. Mom gave the cat abowl of milk. Dad

and Mike like to go bovv|in<3| on Sundoys. Mike has grown

up . We sawa [V show.Bonnie has shown alot of gr*oerh.
Theballwas thrown to Jim.

LessonlO/: The oldhome was cold. "Hold my hand, " |
told him. He was lost. He sold his home . [ know what he
told her. In winteritis cold most of the time . Bob sold his

ol him e T | 1 |

alot of money. "It was on|>/ money., "he said. He is the

om|>/ one L know with aboat.Most of the time he eroys

home . "Goslow. Thereisice onthe road." saidDad.
esson |08: Do you know who went to the phone? Did

eV do what youwere told”? The two of you must know

what to do, Who do You think eV are? Do VeIV know who

you are? | want to ole: too. Youare young. Youare too

young to Qo alone., | heboxistwofeet higw.
[tistoo big, Give it back tohim, What shall [ do”?

(o to the man who sold it to yOu.

Pagel5



LessonllO: Joan and Jane went to the zoo. The zoo
was too far from home. Jane took a book with her.
JQQﬂwQLQQuMXﬂLQQiLSQQﬂihQ¥Mﬂu¥Lﬁl£QMxﬂL___
The poo| was cool, but the food was good. Be’r’ry can
MMMMWQQ_

! ! "

door," said Pam. "l have coockies and milk, '"The door
. e of | The dentist said toot] |
EkmL¥5giQnibQjLxmLii:iggkguxmxuxLlikuxuml___
Time for lunch. Be’r’ry has too much to do this

s The < inMike s bed Cotoh

room and ge’r it. Soonit willbe noon. Choose a good

book to read.

1 Loocld aoif Teodd T he could ao. ke wodld

Couldnt | go’? He could go, but not the two of you. I

would s’roy inbed. Wouldn't you 90? Yes, [ would.

Page 16




L essonlI3: How did dthe cow geT out of the house”? A

mouse let her out. "] found the cow near the house "

BPOH’WGP SOid . T|’\6>/ heor“d a OUd SOUﬁd. Th@ hOUSS {SH

down. "Quch . " said the clown. [ he clownran out of the

house . They went downtown. It took an hour 1o find the

cow. | he cowwasinacrowd, and then she went around

the tower . How now brown cow”? Will

"Not now. " said the cow. "Bow wow .

>/OU come homef?

"said the dog. A

man came to the house. "Your cowisin town.' he said.

Th@ C|OWD ChOSGd -|_|"'16 MOouse POUﬁd Oﬁd POUﬁd.

Eﬁmnﬂ;&%wbﬁj@@@mlmﬂm
mwmmmm—

aalpoint pen. Lhe vaterisabout foboll. Thesollis —— -

ooyish smile.

esson b June can p|a>/ atuneont

he flute.| uke sat on

the sand dune . June ate g orune. |y

c I"OCI@ @ mu|e . \JUHG

s cute. | he cloud was hugeJ uke pqu a dime in the

uiu|<ebo><. lsthere acure for the cold”? We are not sure.

If thereisacure.l et'suseit.Bruce has a tube of

TooThpasTe. Dad puT a fusein the fuse box. [t's never

nice to be rude.

Pagel]



L essonllb: Sue had prune Juice at breakfast. Itis true
that Sue had the flu”? Yes.it's true. | ake a cue from
Sue . When you have acold.eat lots of fruit and drink

|OTS O{ JUiCS . SUG }S dr‘GSS S b|U6 . BF‘UCG hOIS a TUbG O{

g|ue. He will use the g|ue to fix the To>/.

LGSSOH ||7 JUDG hC}S ANEW CJPGSS. WhCﬂ' }S D6W(? —Hwe NEWS

1S good. (Goodnewsis o|vvo>/s nice. | ellme the good

news. Lewis ha\/ing beet stew. lknew the news was good.

Sue likes to chew gum. She grew an nch.l uke threw a
Sue will sew her blue coat .

0.c ot |
b E Today

Vern's birthdayv . Willy likes to learnnew words . He is an
/ /

exloer“Jr at |eoming verses Ke |>/ S SiJrJring on the curb.

o | e i hold |

ap. NMom will grow Jrumips nhe gor“den. We willhave

Jrur“|<e>/ for dinner. "Did Y Ou do your homework?"Dad

asked. Vinnie will work with hislist of words. [T he clerk wore
anew shirt. [ he 9iP| lost her ourse. Hert held the bird

and heard it sing _Lhebirdwas hurt and ThiPsTy, Bert wil
urge Vern to geT water for the bird,

Page 8



She had alittle dimp e.She sat at the table.He had a

Ir>im;:> e on his dimp|e. She was nimble with a thimble. The

bottle was brittle. The candle was on the table. Can a
beagle chase aneagle”? Canaturtle play afiddle”?
A@Mgbwmndm_pgddej.?lhﬁjnﬁz@mm_
fizzle. Thre was abattle in the uiung|e i

to the train station to pick up Kate.Did yousee Gail's
for the teacher. " T hank you for being SO I;:)(:1’rien'f "
think that motion pic’rur‘e was obnoxious”? 1t sure was a
D . hicl 111 Dad wil Y

sugges’rion cleared Phi|ip 's confusion about his

indiges’rion.

Page 9



| 291 y lution 1o 1] y N
The kni%h’r cut the know with a shor‘p knife. The knigh’r

knelt before the king.

Lesson|23: The p|umber combed his hair after
dmbbgiﬂbﬂqmﬂmﬁmblh&qub&dmppﬂ
gbgmb_duningﬂjg_qubingmlhggmb_qjﬁ_qm
Lesson|Z4: The ghos’r walked for an hour in the
9M%hmm&mdm%
gif’r N paper. He broke his wrist using the wrong
wrench. | can write about thewreck.
| esson |26: The castle was nestled among the
wmsﬂngmm‘@ﬁﬁnjpfj@nmmm&_thmmr_
sof ther.
m&mw&mmm
pimﬂms_o_&qub;Lchig_chgmcLQL—
Mlhﬁ%;ﬂﬂﬂMﬁkidﬂjﬁﬂihe_gmihL

mys’ric sang a cr‘ip’ric h)/mn.




The Printing Road to Reading and Spelling

Alpha-Phonics Printed (Manuscript) Sentence Reading Practice Chart

Name Grade School

Teacher Start Completion

Unit 1: Single Letter Consonants - Short a (Lesson 1 - 14)

Lesson 6

Unit 2: Short Vowels -4, &, 1, 6, U (Lessons 15 - 28)
Lesson13__ Lesson17 Lesson 20 Lesson 22
Lesson24  Lesson 26 Lesson 28

Unit 3: Consonant Digraphs (Lessons 29 - 42)

Lesson 33 Lesson 35 Lesson 37 Lesson 39
Lesson 40 Lesson 41 Lesson 42

Unit 4: Ending Consonant Blends (Lessons 43 - 57)

Lesson 44 Lesson 45 Lesson47 __ Lesson 48
Lesson 49 Lesson 55

Unit 5: Beginning Consonant Blends (Lesson 58 - 71)

Lesson 70 Lesson 71

Unit 6: Long a Spellings (Lessons 72 - 86)

Lesson 74 Lesson 76 Lesson 78 Lesson 79
Lesson 82 Lesson 84 Lesson 86

Unit 7: Long é (Lessons 87 - 97)

Lesson 88 Lesson 90 Lesson 91 Lesson 92
Lesson 94

Unit 8: Long 1 (Lesson 98 - 102)

Lesson 98 Lesson 99 Lesson 100 Lesson 101

Lesson 102



Unit 9: Long 6 (Lesson 103 - 114)

Lesson 104 Lesson 105 Lesson 106 Lesson 108

Lesson 110 Lesson 111 Lesson 113 Lesson 114
Unit 10: Long u (Lessons 115 - 117)

Lesson 115 Lesson 116 Lesson 117

Unit 11: R-modified vowels: er/ir/or/ur/ear. (Lesson 118)

Lesson 118

Unit 12: Silent Letter, Multiple-Letter Consonants & y=I. (Lesson 119 - 128)

Lesson 119 Lesson 121 Lesson 122 Lesson 123
Lesson 124 Lesson 125 Lesson 126 Lesson 127
Lesson 128

Instructions

These Manuscript Reading Practice Sentences are taken from Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics: A
Primer for Beginning Readers (2005).

First Step - Writing: The teacher is to teach all the words and sentences in a Lesson from the
chalkboard as printing handwriting lessons. The students are not expected to read words or
sentences they have not been taught in the class. They will have written in manuscript every word
and sentence on handwriting paper before being asked to read the cursive reading practice
sentences. I recommend that the students say the letter names as they write the letters.

Second Step - Reading: The students can begin reading these practice sentences after they have
written them in good manuscript on handwriting paper. The students should read each Lesson as
many times as it takes for them to learn to read it without hesitation, using tally marks to keep
track of the times each Lesson is read. Guessing from the context is to be discouraged at all
times. This repetition is to build up their manuscript word identification automaticity (fluency
and speed with comprehension).

Fourth Step - Writing Again: The sentences should be used for dictation practice. The goal of
the program is total linguistic function with reading, cursive handwriting, and spelling all having
an equal value. The student should be able to write the sentences from dictation as well as they
can read them.

Donald L. Potter prepared this document. More information on cursive-first and intensive phonics
can be found at www.donpotter.net.

Last edited: 11/28/09.



Note from Internet Publisher: Donald L. Potter.

November 29, 2009

This document is a print (manuscript) version of my Cursive Road to Reading and Spelling Practice Sentences for the
use of students learning to read with the Blumenfeld Alpha-Phonics Primer for Beginning Readers. This note will
explain why this print (manuscript) version of the document is being made available.

Advantages of Cursive: Dr. Blumenfeld and I both feel that cursive handwriting has significant advantages over
printing for beginning readers and writers. Dr. Blumenfeld’s splendid essay, “Cursive First! Print Later” is available on
my web site www.donpotter.net, where the interested teacher can read at their leisure our reason for advocating a return
to cursive-first, as handwriting was taught in American schools before a British teacher named Marjorie Wise brought
it to the Columbia Teachers College back in 1922.

Why this print (manuscript) version? The unfortunate reality is that most students in America today are not going to
receive handwriting instruction in cursive-first. Most schools now teach it at the end of second or beginning of third
grade — if at all. With some notable exceptions, cursive handwriting does not receive the emphasis needed if the
students are going to be able to use it as a facile tool of thought. Dr. Blumenfeld and I both received our first
handwriting instruction in cursive and believe it contributed greatly to our development as readers and writers.
Nevertheless, we do not want to prevent students from receiving the benefit of Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics intensive
phonics program, just because of our decided preference for cursive-first.

The Blumenfeld Alpha-Phonics Sentences constitute a thorough review and reinforcement, in concentrated form, of all
the phonics’ reading skills taught in the program.

A Little Personal History: I began using Alpha-Phonics in 1994 when a home school mother loaned me a copy to
review. That year I had been asked to tutor a first grader who was not expected to pass to second grade because of
reading problems. He not only became a good reader by the end of the year but became an excellent all around student.
I then started using it with all my tutoring students. I also did workshops for teachers, many of whom, are still using the
program because of its effectiveness with bilingual students.

Later, during the 1999-2000 school year, I taught a second grade bilingual class Mr. Blumenfeld’s entire program of
phonics and cursive-first. The results were outstanding. I was able to give the students Mr. Edward Miller’s MWIA
Level 2 assessment for artificially induced whole-word dyslexia when they are in fifth-grade. The students were free of
artificially induced whole-word dyslexia and reading very well. Detailed, day-by-day, lesson plans for that year are
available on my web site www.donpotter.net.

Still, I had not incorporated cursive handwriting into my private tutoring program. I used several excellent phonics
programs in my tutoring including Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics, but 1 did not use cursive as the sole vehicle for
delivering the phonics lessons.

I had been reading a lot about the benefit of cursive handwriting drills for curing children of ADHD and dyslexia. It
seems that the handwriting drills, like the old Palmer drills, enabled children to develop the ability to focus their
attention and gain self-control. Jeanette Farmer has developed a whole series of excellent handwriting exercises
capable of curing ADHD: www retrainthebrain.com. I reasoned that if the demise of cursive handwriting was allowing
ADHD to raise its distracting head in our schools maybe I ought to add cursive handwriting drills to my reading
instruction and thereby help students overcome ADHD and reading problems at the same time. The experiment this
year is satisfying my predictions.

I created these manuscript practices sentences so the students could gain a profound acquaintance of the words I their
cursive form. The goal is to enable the students to develop “Total Linguistic Function” with the help of phonics taught
with manuscript printing. “Total Linguistic Function” means that the students will develop high-level skills in reading,
printing handwriting, spelling, and composition.

Although this document bears the a 2009 copyright by Donald L. Potter, full permission is granted to print student
copies for educational purposes by teachers using Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics. This is just a handy aid for teachers
teaching Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics with manuscript.

It is my hopes that teachers who use this printing (manuscript) version will also consider switching from printing to
cursive and compared the differences. I believe you will find that students who learn to read and write with cursive will
make better progress in all academic areas.



