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Instructions 

These Manuscript Reading Practice Sentences are taken from Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics: A 

Primer for Beginning Readers (2005).  

First Step - Writing: The teacher is to teach all the words and sentences in a Lesson from the 

chalkboard as printing handwriting lessons. The students are not expected to read words or 

sentences they have not been taught in the class. They will have written in manuscript every word 

and sentence on handwriting paper before being asked to read the cursive reading practice 

sentences. I recommend that the students say the letter names as they write the letters.  

Second Step - Reading: The students can begin reading these practice sentences after they have 

written them in good manuscript on handwriting paper. The students should read each Lesson as 

many times as it takes for them to learn to read it without hesitation, using tally marks to keep 

track of the times each Lesson is read. Guessing from the context is to be discouraged at all 

times. This repetition is to build up their manuscript word identification automaticity (fluency 

and speed with comprehension).   

Fourth Step - Writing Again: The sentences should be used for dictation practice. The goal of 

the program is total linguistic function with reading, cursive handwriting, and spelling all having 

an equal value. The student should be able to write the sentences!78&9!:;<=>=;&'!>%!?$@@!>%!=A$B!

can read them.  

Donald L. Potter prepared this document. More information on cursive-first and intensive phonics 

can be found at www.donpotter.net.  

Last edited: 11/28/09.  
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This document is a print (manuscript) version of my Cursive Road to Reading and Spelling Practice Sentences for the 

use of students learning to read with the Blumenfeld Alpha-Phonics Primer for Beginning Readers. This note will 

explain why this print (manuscript) version of the document is being made available. 
 

Advantages of Cursive: Dr. Blumenfeld and I both feel that cursive handwriting has significant advantages over 

printing for beginning readers and writers. Dr. Blumenfeld’s splendid essay, “Cursive First! Print Later” is available on 

my web site www.donpotter.net, where the interested teacher can read at their leisure our reason for advocating a return 

to cursive-first, as handwriting was taught in American schools before a British teacher named Marjorie Wise brought 

it to the Columbia Teachers College back in 1922.   
 

Why this print (manuscript) version? The unfortunate reality is that most students in America today are not going to 

receive handwriting instruction in cursive-first. Most schools now teach it at the end of second or beginning of third 

grade – if at all. With some notable exceptions, cursive handwriting does not receive the emphasis needed if the 

students are going to be able to use it as a facile tool of thought. Dr. Blumenfeld and I both received our first 

handwriting instruction in cursive and believe it contributed greatly to our development as readers and writers. 

Nevertheless, we do not want to prevent students from receiving the benefit of Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics intensive 

phonics program, just because of our decided preference for cursive-first.  
 

The Blumenfeld Alpha-Phonics Sentences constitute a thorough review and reinforcement, in concentrated form, of all 

the phonics’ reading skills taught in the program.  
 

A Little Personal History: I began using Alpha-Phonics in 1994 when a home school mother loaned me a copy to 

review. That year I had been asked to tutor a first grader who was not expected to pass to second grade because of 

reading problems. He not only became a good reader by the end of the year but became an excellent all around student. 

I then started using it with all my tutoring students. I also did workshops for teachers, many of whom, are still using the 

program because of its effectiveness with bilingual students.  
 

Later, during the 1999-2000 school year, I taught a second grade bilingual class Mr. Blumenfeld’s entire program of 

phonics and cursive-first. The results were outstanding. I was able to give the students Mr. Edward Miller’s MWIA 

Level 2 assessment for artificially induced whole-word dyslexia when they are in fifth-grade. The students were free of 

artificially induced whole-word dyslexia and reading very well. Detailed, day-by-day, lesson plans for that year are 

available on my web site www.donpotter.net.  
 

Still, I had not incorporated cursive handwriting into my private tutoring program. I used several excellent phonics 

programs in my tutoring including Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics, but I did not use cursive as the sole vehicle for 

delivering the phonics lessons.  
 

I had been reading a lot about the benefit of cursive handwriting drills for curing children of ADHD and dyslexia. It 

seems that the handwriting drills, like the old Palmer drills, enabled children to develop the ability to focus their 

attention and gain self-control.  Jeanette Farmer has developed a whole series of excellent handwriting exercises 

capable of curing ADHD: www.retrainthebrain.com. I reasoned that if the demise of cursive handwriting was allowing 

ADHD to raise its distracting head in our schools maybe I ought to add cursive handwriting drills to my reading 

instruction and thereby help students overcome ADHD and reading problems at the same time. The experiment this 

year is satisfying my predictions.  
 

I created these manuscript practices sentences so the students could gain a profound acquaintance of the words I their 

cursive form. The goal is to enable the students to develop “Total Linguistic Function” with the help of phonics taught 

with manuscript printing. “Total Linguistic Function” means that the students will develop high-level skills in reading, 

printing handwriting, spelling, and composition.  
 

Although this document bears the a 2009 copyright by Donald L. Potter, full permission is granted to print student 

copies for educational purposes by teachers using Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics. This is just a handy aid for teachers 

teaching Blumenfeld’s Alpha-Phonics with manuscript.  
 

It is my hopes that teachers who use this printing (manuscript) version will also consider switching from printing to 

cursive and compared the differences. I believe you will find that students who learn to read and write with cursive will 

make better progress in all academic areas.  

 


