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A reading Primer is a book for teaching beginners to read. A Preprimer is a book to 
be used before the Primer.  
 

These cards are designed to help students gain the basic beginning letter identification 
and decoding skills they need before starting the Natural Phonics Primer. They are 
not for whole-word memorization. The students are to carefully sound-out each word 
until they achieve automatic (accuracy + speed) .  
 

Special attention is paid to letter identification and discrimination, both the written 
letter and the sound represented by the letter 
 

The cards are coded by lesson and consecutively: i.e.: 14-2  (41) = Lesson 14, Card 2. 
The number in parenthesis is the cumulative number.  
 

Permission is hereby granted for non-commercial reproduction for educational 
purposes. Just cut out the cards and laminate them. 

 
 

 

Natural Phonics Primer: Preprimer 
 

Steps   Phonics Skills    Lessons   Number of Words 
 

  1     Short-ă m n r f s     1-6          8 
 

  2     Short-ĕ t l g c k b  7-13         31 
 

  3     Short-ĭ h d p        14-17        62 
 

  4     Short-ŏ j w          18-20        45 
 

  5     Short-ŭ z x a v y    21-26        37 
 

  6     Double Letter Endings   27        36    
 
The Steps can be used to group the cards in a card file. They should be taught in order, but 
practiced out of as the students gain accuracy and speed. This discrimination practices is vital 
for the development of automatic.  
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Note from Internet Publisher: Donald L. Potter 

 
April 12, 2014 

 
These cards are decoding cards. They NOT whole-word memorization 
or sight-word memorization cards. Absolute accuracy with decoding 
should be established PRIOR to using them to build word identification 
speeds. It is legitimate to time students reading the words but only 
AFTER they have established accurate decoding skills.  
 
These Preprimer Cards are designed to teach the 213 words in the 
Natural Phonics Primer: Preprimer. Students who can decode these 
words accurately and rapidly (fluently) will be ready for the Natural 
Phonics Primer.   Last edited 4/16/2014.  


