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Direct	Path	to	Cursive	Lessons	

	
	

ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìƒîÀïœñÿóƒò‚ôŸ 
1. Äæ ÄæÄæÄæÄæ A 

2. øÅÃ øÅÕÅÕÅÕÅÃ ÄøÅÃ øÅÃÄæ B  

3. Çæ ÇæÇæÇæÇæ ÇæÄæ ÄæÇæ øÅÃÇæ ÄøÅÃÇæ C 

4. Éæ ÉæÉæÉæÉæ ÄæÉæ ÉæÄæ ÇæÉæ ÉæÇæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉæ D 

5. ¬Ñæ ¬Ñ¬Ñ¬Ñ¬Ñæ Ä¬Ñæ ¬ÑæÄæ øÅŒÑæ ¬ÑæÉæ É¬Ñæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬Ñæ E 

6. øÖæ øÖøÖøÖøÖæ ÄøÖæ øÖæÄæ ¬ÑøÖæ øÖ¬Ñæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæ F   

7. ÜŸ ÜŸÜŸÜŸÜŸ ÄæÜŸ ÜŸÄæ ¬ÑæÜŸ Ü‡Ñæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜŸ G  

8. øáæ øáøáøáøáæ Äøáæ øáæÄæ ¬Ñøáæ øá¬Ñæ Çøáæ Ü€áæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áæ  H 

9. ƒàæ ƒàƒàƒàƒàæ Äƒàæ ƒàæÄæ ¬Ñƒàæ ƒà¬Ñæ øáƒàæ øÅœàæ Çƒàæ Éƒàæ ƒàæÉæ ƒàøÖæ øÖƒàæ Ü¸àæ ƒàæÜŸ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàæ  
  I 

10. ÔâŸ Ôâ¸â¸â¸âŸ ÄƒâŸ ÔâŸÄæ ¬ÑƒâŸ Ôâ‡Ñæ ƒàƒâŸ Ôâ¸àæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâŸ J 

11. øäæ øäøäøäøäæ Çøäæ øä¬Ñæ øäƒàæ ÄæÇøäæ ¬ÑæÇøäæ ƒàæÇøäæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äæ K 

12. øãæ øãøãøãøãæ Äøã øãæÄæ ¬Ñøãæ øã¬Ñæ øãƒàæ ƒàøãæ øÅÕãæ Çøãæ øÖøãæ Ü€ãæ Éøãæ øãæÉæ øãøäæ L 
   ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãæ 

13. Àåæ ÀåÀåÀåÀåæ ÄÀåæ ÀåæÄæ ¬ÑÀåæ Àå¬Ñæ ƒàÀåæ Àåƒàæ ÀåøÅÃ M 
   ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåæ 

14. Àçæ ÀçÀçÀçÀçæ ÄÀçæ ÀçæÄæ ¬ÑÀçæ Àç¬Ñæ ƒàÀçæ Àçƒàæ Ü‚çæ øäÀçæ N 
   ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæ 
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15. é„ é„é„é„é„ øÅÃé„ é‰ÅÃ é‰ãæ øãæé„ é„ÜŸ ÜŸé„ éÙâŸ ÔâŸé„ é„Éæ é„Äæ éÂÑæ 
    éÙàæ ƒàæé„ é„Çæ é‰Öæ é‰áæ é‰äæ é„Çøäæ éÁåæ éÁçæ O 
    ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæé„ 

16. ÔèÌ ÔèƒèƒèƒèÌ ÄƒèÌ ÔèÌÄæ ¬ÑƒèÌ ÔèÓÑæ ƒàƒèÌ Ôèƒàæ éÙèÌ ÔèÌé„ P 
   ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌ 

17. êæ êæêæêæêæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêæ Q 

18. ƒëæ ƒëƒëƒëƒëæ Äƒëæ ƒëæÄæ ¬Ñƒëæ ƒë¬Ñæ ƒàƒëæ ƒëƒàæ éÙëæ ƒëæé„ øÅœëæ Ü¸ëæ Ôèƒëæ  
   ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëæ  R 

19. ˆíæ ˆíˆíˆíˆíæ Äˆíæ ˆíæÄæ ¬Ñˆíæ ˆí¬Ñæ ƒàˆíæ ˆíƒàæ éÛíæ ˆíæé„ øÅÒíæ ÜÚíæ ˆíøãæ ˆíƒëæ  
    ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíæ S 

20. ƒìæ ƒìƒìƒìƒìæ øÅœìæ Äƒìæ ƒìæÄæ ¬Ñƒìæ ƒì¬Ñæ ƒàƒìæ ƒìƒàæ éÙìæ ƒìæé„ ƒìøãæ ƒìƒëæ ƒìøáƒëæ ˆíƒìƒëæ 
    ÄøÅÃÇ¬ÑæÉøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìæ T 

21. ƒîæ ƒîƒîƒîƒîæ Äƒîæ ƒîæÄæ ¬Ñƒîæ ƒî¬Ñæ ƒàƒîæ ƒîæƒàæ éÙîæ ƒîæé„ Ôâ¸îæ Ü¸îæ Ôèƒîæ ƒîƒèÌ  
    êƒîæ ƒîæÜŸ ƒîøãæ øÅœîæ ƒîæÇøäæ ƒîˆíæ ÄøÅÃÇæÉæ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒîƒëƒìƒîæ U 

22. ÀïÃ ÀïÿïÿïÿïÃ ÄÀïÃ ÀïÃÄæ ¬ÑÀïÃ ÀïŒÑæ ƒàÀïÃ Àïœàæ éÁïÃ ÀïÃé„ ƒîÀïÃ Àïœîæ  
    ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìƒîÀïÃ V 

23. ƒñÃ ƒñœñœñœñÃ ÄƒñÃ ƒñÃÄæ ¬ÑƒñÃ ƒñŒÑæ ƒàƒñÃ ƒñœàæ éÙñÃ ƒñÃé„  
    ƒîƒñÃ ƒñœîæ ƒñÕáæ ƒñœëæ ˆíƒñÃ ƒñÒíæ ƒñÿçæ  W 
    ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìƒîÀïœñÃ 

24. Àóæ ÀóÀóÀóÀóæ ÄÀóæ ¬ÑÀóæ ƒàÀóæ éÁóæ ƒîÀóæ X 
    ÄøÅÃÇ¬ÑæÉøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìƒîÀïœñÿóæ 

25. ƒòŸ ƒò¸ò¸ò¸òŸ ÄƒòŸ ƒòŸÄæ ¬ÑƒòŸ ƒò‡Ñæ éÙòŸ ƒòŸé„ ƒîƒòŸ ƒò¸îæ ƒò€ãæ ƒò¸ëæ øÅœòŸ ÀïœòŸ 
    ÄøÅÃÇæÉ¬ÑøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ€äøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìƒîÀïœñÿóƒòŸ Y 

26. ÀôŸ Àô‚ô‚ô‚ô‚ ÄÀôŸ ÀôŸÄæ ¬ÑÀôŸ Àô‡Ñæ ƒàÀôŸ Àô¸àæ éÁôŸ ÀôŸé„ ƒîÀôŸ Àô¸îæ  
    Àô¸òŸ ÄøÅÃÇ¬ÑæÉøÖæÜ€áƒàƒâ¸àøäøãÀåÀçæéÙèÌêƒëˆíƒìƒîÀïœñÿóƒò¸ìÀôŸ Z 
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Direct	Path	to	Cursive	
	Practice	Words	for	Developing	Fluency		

Lesson			1.	a				aa	A	
Lesson			2.	b				ab	ba	Bab	
Lesson			3.	c				cab	Cab	
Lesson			4.	d				dab	dad	bad	cad	add	Dad	
Lesson			5.	e				be	bee	bed	bead	deed	ace	ebb	Ed	
Lesson			6.	f						fed	feed	fade	deaf	beef	face	Fab	
Lesson			7.	g				bag	bagged	gab	age	caged	gaff	egg	badge	Gab	
Lesson			8.	h				had	head	heed	hedge	Hebb	
Lesson			9.	i						big	hid	hide	if	fib	ice	dice	chief	fife	Ida	
Lesson	10.	j					jag	jig	jab	jade		Jade	
Lesson	11.	k				kid	back	kick	deck	khaki	Kidd	
Lesson	12.	l					lad	led	lid	black	bell	fled	ball	ill	bill	glad	lake	lace	lilac	hail	eagle		
																												Lee	
Lesson	13.	m		 mad	made	ham	lamb	blame	Mab	
Lesson	14.	n			 name	hand	fan	fine	knee	glean	mine	Ned	
Lesson	15.	o			 on	mom	of	off	ok	oh	coal	goad	goal	old	hole	cob	job	joke	odd	oil		
																												foil	hoe	book	ocean	log	local	Oden	
Lesson	16.	p			 pan	pen	pig	pond	lamp	happen	lip	pill	phone	hope	mapped	
																												plane	opened	pal	Pam	
Lesson	17.	q			 See	Lesson	21	(u)		
Lesson	18.	r		 	 ran	brand	grand	friend	car	rag	red	for	from	form	hard	error		
																												roar	Ralph	
Lesson	19.	s			 sad	sadness	mass	hose	glass	labs	flags	Sandra	
Lesson	20.	t		 	 tan	tape	past	potter	other	fit	bright	get	giant	taste	tattle	debt		
																												ghost	projector	Tom	
Lesson	21.	u			 up	but	rubber	putter	tube	blue	outside	use	bud	suit	judge	guard		
																												quick	quack	quit	quiet	unplugged	Uncle	Quinn		
Lesson	22.	v			 vat	van	love	vine	valve	vote	vacuum	Van	
Lesson	23.	w		 we	wet	walk	write	cows	saw	was	lawn	woke	work	strewn	what		
																													swinging	whole	Walter	
Lesson	24.	x			 ax	axes	tax	taxes	wax	waxes	box	boxes	fox	foxes	Fred		
Lesson	25.	y			 yawn	yes	by	buy	bylaws	cry	baby	navy	yearly	you	yip	vinyl		
																												Young		
Lesson	26.	z			 jazz	zoo	zebra	lazy	crazy	buzz	puzzle	cozy	zucchini	zephyr	Zeke	
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Direct	Path	to	Cursive	
	Practice	Words	for	Developing	Fluency		

Lesson			1.	Äæ  ÄæÄæ A	
Lesson			2.	øÅÃ  ÄøÅÃ øÅÃÄæ õËÄøÅÃ	
Lesson			3.	Çæ  ÇæÄøÅÃ úæÄøÅÃ	
Lesson			4.	Éæ  ÉæÄøÅÃ ÉæÄæÉæ øÅÃÄæÉæ ÇæÄæÉæ ÄæÉæÉæ DÄæÉæ	
Lesson			5.	¬Ñæ  øÅŒÑæ øÅŒÑ¬Ñæ øÅŒÑæÉæ øÅŒÑæÄæÉæ É¬Ñ¬ÑæÉæ ÄæÇ¬Ñæ ¬ÑøÅÕÅÃ ùæÉæ	
Lesson			6.	øÖæ  øÖ¬ÑæÉæ øÖ¬Ñ¬ÑæÉæ øÖæÄæÉ¬Ñæ É¬ÑæÄøÖæ øÅŒÑ¬ÑøÖæ øÖæÄæÇ¬Ñæ FÄøÅÃ	
Lesson			7.	ÜŸ  øÅÃÄæÜŸ øÅÃÄæÜŸÜ‡ÑæÉæ ÜŸÄøÅÃ ÄæÜ‡Ñæ ÇæÄæÜ‡ÑæÉæ ÜŸÄøÖøÖæ ¬ÑæÜŸÜŸ øÅÃÄæÉæÜ‡Ñæ ûËÄøÅÃ	
Lesson			8.	øáæ  øáæÄæÉæ øá¬ÑæÄæÉæ øá¬Ñ¬ÑæÉæ øá¬ÑæÉæÜ‡Ñæ üÍÑøÅÕÅÃ	
Lesson			9.	ƒàæ  øÅœàæÜŸ øáƒàæÉæ øáƒàæÉ¬Ñæ ƒàøÖæ øÖƒàøÅÃ ƒàæÇ¬Ñæ ÉƒàæÇ¬Ñæ Çøáƒà¬ÑøÖæ øÖƒàøÖ¬Ñæ ˜æÉæÄæ	
Lesson	10.	ÔâŸ  ÔâŸÄæÜŸ Ôâ¸àæÜŸ ÔâŸÄøÅÃ ÔâŸÄæÉ¬Ñæ  †ŸÄæÉ¬Ñæ	
Lesson	11.	øäæ  øäƒàæÉæ øÅÃÄæÇæøäæ øäƒàæÇøäæ É¬ÑæÇøäæ øäøáæÄøäƒàæ £ƒàæÉæÉæ	
Lesson	12.	øãæ  øãæÄæÉæ øã¬ÑæÉæ øãƒàæÉæ øÅÕãæÄæÇøäæ øÅŒÑøãøãæ øÖøã¬ÑæÉæ øÅÃÄøãøãæ ƒàøãøãæ øÅœàøãøãæ Ü€ãæÄæÉæ øãæÄøä¬Ñæ øãæÄæÇ¬Ñæ øãƒàøãæÄæÇæ øáæÄƒàøãæ  
            ¬ÑæÄæÜ€ã¬Ñæ  §¬Ñ¬Ñæ	
Lesson	13.	Àåæ  ÀåæÄæÉæ ÀåæÄæÉ¬Ñæ øáæÄÀåæ øãæÄÀåøÅÃ øÅÕãæÄÀå¬Ñæ ßæÄøÅÃ	
Lesson	14.	Àçæ  ÀçæÄÀå¬Ñæ øáæÄÀçæÉæ øÖæÄÀçæ øÖƒàÀç¬Ñæ øäÀç¬Ñ¬Ñæ Ü€ã¬ÑæÄÀçæ ÀåƒàÀç¬Ñæ ™¬ÑæÉæ	
Lesson	15.	é„  éÁçæ ÀåæéÁåæ é‰Öæ é‰ÖøÖæ é‰äæ é‰áæ Çæé„Äøãæ ÜŸé„ÄæÉæ ÜŸé„Äøãæ é‰ãæÉæ øáæé‰ã¬Ñæ Çæé‰ÅÃ ÔâŸé‰ÅÃ ÔâŸé‰ä¬Ñæ é„ÉæÉæ éÙàøãæ  
            øÖæéÙàøãæ øáæéÂÑæ øÅÃé„é‰äæ é„Ç¬ÑæÄÀçæ øãæé„ÜŸ øãæé„ÇæÄøãæ OÉ¬ÑÀçæ	
Lesson	16.	ÔèÌ ÔèÌÄÀçæ ÔèÓÑÀçæ ÔèƒàæÜŸ ÔèÌéÁçæÉæ øãæÄÀåƒèÌ øáæÄƒèƒèÓÑÀçæ øãƒàƒèÌ Ôèƒàøãøãæ ÔèøáæéÁç¬Ñæ øáæéÙèÓÑæ ÀåæÄƒèƒèÓÑæÉæ 
            ÔèøãæÄæÀç¬Ñæ éÙèÓÑÀç¬ÑæÉæ ÔèÌÄøãæ PÄÀåæ	
Lesson	17.	q		See	Lesson	21	(u)		
Lesson	18.	ƒëæ ƒëæÄÀçæ øÅœëæÄÀçæÉæ Ü¸ëæÄÀçæÉæ øÖƒëƒà¬ÑÀçæÉæ ÇæÄƒëæ ƒëæÄæÜŸ ƒë¬ÑæÉæ øÖæéÙëæ øÖƒëæéÁåæ øÖæéÙëÀåæ øáæÄƒëæÉæ ¬ÑƒëƒëæéÙëæ ƒëæé„Äƒëæ  
           ¨æÄøãƒèøáæ	
Lesson	19.	ˆíæ ˆíæÄæÉæ ˆíæÄæÉÀç¬Ñˆíˆíæ ÀåæÄˆíˆíæ øáæéÛí¬Ñæ Ü€ãæÄˆíˆíæ øãæÄøÅÒíæ øÖøãæÄæÜÚíæ ÆËÄÀçæÉƒëæÄæ  
Lesson	20.	ƒìæ  ƒìæÄÀçæ ƒìæÄƒèÓÑæ ÔèÌÄˆíƒìæ ÔèÌéÙìƒì¬Ñƒëæ éÙìøá¬Ñƒëæ øÖƒàƒìæ øÅœëƒàæÜ€áƒìæ Ü‡Ñƒìæ Ü¸àæÄÀçƒìæ ƒìæÄˆíƒì¬Ñæ ƒìæÄƒìƒìøã¬Ñæ É¬ÑøÅœìæ  
            Ü€áæéÛíƒìæ ÔèƒëæéÙâ‡ÑæÇƒìæéÙëæ ØËéÁåæ	
Lesson	21.	ƒîæ  ƒîƒèÌ øÅœîƒìæ ƒëƒîøÅÕÅŒÑƒëæ Ôèƒîƒìƒì¬Ñƒëæ ƒìƒîøÅŒÑæ øÅÕãƒî¬Ñæ éÙîƒìˆíƒàæÉ¬Ñæ ƒîˆí¬Ñæ øÅœîæÉæ ˆíƒîƒàƒìæ Ôâ¸îæÉæÜ‡Ñæ Ü¸îæÄƒëæÉæ  
            êƒîƒàæÇøäæ êƒîæÄæÇøäæ êƒîƒàƒìæ êƒîƒà¬Ñƒìæ ƒîÀçƒèøãƒîæÜŸÜ‡ÑæÉæ ±ÀçæÇøã¬Ñæ ´ƒîƒàÀçÀçæ	
Lesson	22.	ÀïÃ  ÀïÃÄƒìæ ÀïÃÄÀçæ øãæéÁïÃ¬Ñæ ÀïœàÀç¬Ñæ ÀïÃÄøãÀïŒÑæ ÀïÃéÙì¬Ñæ ÀïÃÄæÇƒîƒîÀåæ VÄÀçæ	
Lesson	23.	ƒñÃ  ƒñŒÑæ ƒñŒÑƒìæ ƒñÃÄøãøäæ ƒñœëƒàƒì¬Ñæ ÇæéÙñÒíæ ˆíæÄƒñÃ ƒñÃÄˆíæ øãæÄƒñÿçæ ƒñÃé‰ä¬Ñæ ƒñÃéÙëøäæ ˆíƒìƒë¬Ñƒñÿçæ ƒñÕáæÄƒìæ  
             ˆíƒñœàÀçæÜ¸àÀçæÜŸ ƒñÕáæé‰ã¬Ñæ WÄøãƒì¬Ñƒëæ	
Lesson	24.	Àóæ  ÄÀóæ ÄÀó¬Ñˆíæ ƒìæÄÀóæ ƒìæÄÀó¬Ñˆíæ ƒñÃÄÀóæ ƒñÃÄÀó¬Ñˆíæ øÅÃéÁóæ øÅÃéÁó¬Ñˆíæ øÖæéÁóæ øÖæéÁó¬Ñˆíæ Fƒë¬ÑæÉæ	
Lesson	25.	ƒòŸ  ƒòŸÄƒñÿçæ ƒò‡Ñˆíæ øÅœòŸ øÅœîƒòŸ øÅœò€ãæÄƒñÒíæ ÇƒëƒòŸ øÅÃÄøÅœòŸ ÀçæÄÀïœòŸ ƒò‡ÑæÄƒëøãƒòŸ ƒòŸéÙîæ ƒò¸àƒèÌ ÀïœàÀçƒò€ãæ  
            ªŸéÙîÀçæÜŸ	
Lesson	26.	ÀôŸ ÔâŸÄÀô‚ôŸ ÀôŸé„é„ Àô‡ÑøÅœëæÄæ øãæÄÀô¸òŸ ÇƒëæÄÀô¸òŸ øÅœîÀô‚ôŸ ÔèƒîÀô‚ô€ã¬Ñæ ÇæéÁô¸òŸ Àô¸îæÇæÇøáƒàÀçƒàæ Àô‡Ñƒèøáƒò¸ëæ º‡Ñøä¬Ñæ	
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Comprehensive Inventory of Lowercase 
Connecting Strokes 

 
DéÙñÿçæÇƒîƒëÀïŒÑæ: Äæ Çæ Éæ ÜŸ o êæ  
 

OÀïŒÑƒëæÇƒîƒëÀïŒÑæ: Àåæ Àçæ ÀïÃ Àóæ ÀôŸ 
 

±ÀçæÉ¬ÑƒëæÇƒîƒëæÀïŒÑæ: øÅÃ ¬Ñæ øÖæ øáæ i ÔâŸ øäæ øãæ ÔèÌ ƒëæ ˆíæ ƒìæ ƒîæ ƒñÃ ƒòŸ  
 

 
ßƒàæÉøãƒàÀç¬Ñæ †ŸéÙàÀçƒàÀçæÜŸ ÆÎìƒëæé‰ä¬Ñˆíæ 

 

øÅÃÄæ øÅŒÑæ øÅœàæ øÅÃé„ øÅœîæ øÅÕãæ øÅœëæ øÅÒíæ øÅœìæ øÅÃÇæ 
 

é„Äæ éÂÑæ éÙàæ éÙîæ éÙñÃ éÙòŸ é‰ÅÃ é„Çæ é„Éæ é‰Öæ é„ÜŸ é‰áæ éÙâŸ é‰äæ é‰ãæ 
éÁåæ éÁçæ é„é„ éÙèÌ éÙëæ éÛíæ éÙìæ éÁïÃ éÁóæ éÁôŸ 
 

ƒñŒÑæ ƒñœàæ ƒñÃé„ ƒñÕáæ ƒñœëæ ƒñÒíæ –ƒñÿçæ ƒñÿóæ 
 

ÀïÃÄæ ÀïŒÑæ Àïœàæ ÀïÃé„ Àïœîæ ÀïœòŸ  
 

õÍÑøãæéÙñÃ §ƒàÀç¬Ñæ †ŸéÙàÀçƒàÀçæÜŸ ÆÎìƒëæé‰ä¬Ñˆíæ 
 

ÔâŸÄæ Ôâ‡Ñæ Ôâ¸àæ ÔâŸé„ Ôâ¸îæ  êƒîæ 
 

ÜŸÄæ Ü‡Ñæ Ü¸àæ ÜŸé„ Ü¸îæ Ü€ãæ Ü¸ëæ ÜÚíæ ÜŸÜŸ Ü€áæ 
 

ƒòŸÄæ ƒò¸àæ ƒò‡Ñæ ƒòŸé„ ƒò¸îæ ƒòÚíæ ƒò€ãæ ƒò¸ëæ 
 

ÀôŸÄæ Àô‡Ñæ Àô¸àæ ÀôŸé„ Àô¸îæ Àô¸òŸ Àô‚ôŸ 
 
öøãøãæ ÀåƒàæÉøãƒàÀç¬Ñæ ÔâŸéÙàÀçƒàÀçæÜŸ ˆíƒìƒëæé‰ä¬Ñˆíæ ÄÀçæÉæ øÅŒÑøãæéÙñÃ-øãƒàÀç¬Ñæ ÔâŸéÙàÀçƒàÀçæÜŸ ˆíƒìƒëæé‰ä¬Ñˆíæ Äƒë¬Ñæ ƒë¬Ñƒèƒë¬Ñˆí¬ÑÀçƒì¬ÑæÉæ Äƒìæ øã¬ÑæÄˆíƒìæ éÁçæÇ¬Ñæ ƒàÀçæ ƒìøá¬Ñæ ƒñÃéÙëæÉˆíæ ƒàÀçæ ÆÈáæéÙëƒìæÇƒîƒìæ ƒìæé„ 
úƒîƒëˆíƒàÀïŒÑæ. ˜ƒìæ ƒàˆíæ ƒàÀåƒèÌéÙëƒìæÄÀçƒìæ øÖæéÙëæ Äøãøãæ øÅŒÑæÜ¸àÀçÀç¬Ñƒëˆíæ ƒìæé„ øÅŒÑæ ƒìæÄƒîæÜ€áƒìæ ¬ÑÀóƒèøãƒàæÇƒàƒìøãƒòŸ ÄÀçæÉæ Éƒàƒë¬ÑæÇƒìøãƒòŸ Äøãøãæ ÔèÌéÛíˆíƒàøÅÕã¬Ñæ ÔâŸéÙàÀçƒàÀçæÜŸ ˆíƒìƒëæé‰ä¬Ñˆíæ ƒìæé„ ÀåæÄÀóƒàÀåƒàÀô‡Ñæ 
Çøã¬ÑæÄƒëæ ÇæéÁåÀåƒîÀçƒàæÇæÄƒìƒàæéÁçˆíæ ÄÀçæÉæ ÄÀïÃéÙàæÉæ ÇæéÁçøÖƒîˆíƒàæéÁçæ.  

 

Document typed with software by Educational Fontware, Inc. www.educationalfontware.com  
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úƒîƒëˆíƒàÀïŒÑæ §¬Ñƒìƒì¬Ñƒëæ ÆÎìƒëæé‰ä¬Ñˆíæ  
ƒñœàƒìøáæ öƒëƒëæéÙñÒíæ 

 
 

  A  a   B  b   C   c   D  d 
 
  E  e   F   f   G  g    

 
  H  h   I  i   J  j   K  k    

 
  L  l   M  m   N  n   O  o   P  p 

 
  Q  q     R   r   S  s    

 
  T  t   U  u    V  v    

 
  W  w   X  x    Y  y   Z  z 
 
Note: The strokes for the capital I should be reversed to start on the line and swing to the left.  
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Sentences Containing All the Letters of the Alphabet 
 

Pangrams  
 

1. The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. (35 letters) 

2. How quickly daft jumping zebras. (27 letters) 

3. The five boxing wizards jump quickly. (31 letters) 

3. The five boxes perform quick waltzes and jigs. (38 letters) 

4. Sixty zippers were quickly picked from the woven jute box. (48 letters) 

6. A quart jar of oil mixed with zinc oxide makes a very bright color. (53 letters) 

7. The job requires pluck and zeal from very young wage earners. (50 letters) 

8. Crazy Frederica brought many very exquisite opal jewels. (60 letters)  

9. The public was amazed to view the quickness and dexterity of the juggler.  
     (60 letters) 

10. We promptly judged antique ivory buckles for the next prize. (50 letters) 

11. Mr. Potter wrote this pangram to see how hard it might be to write a sentence  
      containing all the letters in the alphabet and to help you very quickly zero in on  
      the cursive connections. (35 letters) 

 

Calculating Letter Writing Fluency in Letters Per Minute 

Letters per minute (LPM) = 60 x letter count divided by seconds needed to write the sentence.  

Example: The student wrote Pangram #10 in 25 seconds. 50 x 60 = 3000. 3000/25 = 120 LPM.   

Note: Once the students have learned all the letters in the alphabet, you can calculate the LPM 
for writing the Alphabet String (lowercase connected alphabet from a to z) by dividing the time 
in seconds by 1560. They cross the x and t and dot the j and i AFTER writing the alphabet, 
saying, “cross, cross, dot, dot.”  

Special Technical Note: The letters a, d, g, o, and q can also be taught with an over-curve (or under-curve) from the 
baseline. In this program, our aim is to help students that are required to use the A Beka Book letterforms, which 
start these letters with a down-curve. Starting with the over-curve has the advantage of making the connection to the 
previous letter much easier to master. The down-curve form is basically an abbreviated form that originally was 
meant for advanced cursive writers, rather than beginners.  
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Dƒàƒë¬ÑæÇƒìæ PÄƒìøáæ ƒìæé„ úƒîƒëˆíƒàÀïŒÑæ  
¨¬ÑæÇæéÙëæÉæ é‰Öæ ˜ÀçˆíƒìƒëƒîæÇƒìƒàæéÁçæ ÄÀçæÉæ ÆÎìƒîæÉ¬ÑÀçƒìæ Pƒëæé„Ü¸ë¬Ñˆíˆíæ 

 
   ÆÎìƒîæÉ¬ÑÀçƒìæ ________________________  ØÎîƒìæéÙëæ ______________________ 

 

Date  Lesson Tutor’s Notes and Observations  Tutor 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

 

úæéÙèƒò¸ëƒàæÜ€áƒìæ øÅœòŸ DéÁçæÄøãæÉæ L. PéÙìƒì¬Ñƒëæ 1/30/14 www.donpotter.net 
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Note from Internet Publisher: Donald L. Potter  
www.donpotter.net  

The goal of Direct Path to Cursive is to teach the entire cursive alphabet and all the connecting strokes in 
the shortest time possible. Words have been eliminated from the core instruction so as to dramatically 
shorten the time needed to master all the letters and connecting strokes. These skills will naturally and 
quickly transfer to words. Practices words are included on a separate page. The audience is the huge 
population of American students and citizens who were not taught how to write fluent cursive.  
 
The current tragic situation is due to decades of Whole Language instruction, which sought to eliminate 
all direct instruction in basic skills: handwriting, phonics, spelling, etc. Although Whole Language has 
performed dismally the classrooms, it still has an enormous lingering influence in the schools. Most 
teachers were taught Whole Language in the schools of education. Very few teachers today have received 
training in the high level skills necessary to teach fluent cursive handwriting, skills that were common 
among teachers when I attended first-grade back in 1953.  
 
All teachers in America from kindergarten through at least high school should master the techniques for 
teaching fluent cursive - if we ever hope to achieve the old standards of academic excellence that made 
our country the envy of the rest of the world. Oddly the only teachers who seem to understand the 
tremendous value of cursive for teaching high levels of reading and spelling are the Orton-Gillingham 
Dyslexia teachers, among whom I am proud to count myself.  
 
I hope that this work will help to spark a return to superior instruction in fluent cursive handwriting as a 
tool for clear thinking and expressive writing.   
 
Teachers who teach Direct Path to Cursive can expect their students to master the basics in two to three 
weeks of daily 20 to 30 minute instruction. Once the basics have been taught, the students can begin to 
daily write the cursive alphabet in connected letters from a to z until they have achieved a high degree of 
fluency.  
 
I always have my students practice writing the connected alphabet with their eyes closed. Since motor 
performance during distraction is incontrovertible evidence that the automaticity has been fully attained, I 
often have them write the alphabet with their eyes closed while singing a well known song such as Mary 
Had a Little Lamb.  
 
Teachers must diligently attend to helping students achieve a proper tripod grip. Good posture is 
absolutely essential. It is also good to write on a vertical surface in big letters and then switch to paper. 
 
I recommend teaching directly without the use of trace or copy. The mind - and not the eyes -should 
guide the hand. This is important if we are to achieve true fluency.  
 
The motivation for teaching the connected alphabet came from Dr. Bob Rose. I highly recommend careful 
reading of his important book, Forget the Bell Curve, which is available in the Education section of my 
website.  
 
Direct Path to Cursive was created to help students learn the cursive necessary for success at the Odessa 
Christian School in Odessa, Texas, where I serve as the Spanish and Remedial Reading Teacher.  We are 
a Total A Beka Curriculum School. Every student is required to use cursive from kindergarten up.  
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The Practice Words were specially chosen to make absolutely sure that every possible connecting stroke 
is practiced. Randy Nelson of Peterson Directed Handwriting helped establish that no connecting stroke 
is missing, for with due thanks is offered.  

My friend, Dr. Eugene Roth, Jr. of Phoenix, Arizona has noted a special advantage of cursive: 
 

People who master cursive handwriting can also learn to write (i.e. spell) words, so that each 
word is one unit of memory. For example, a person would think of writing the word two, then 
start writing it and subconsciously finish writing it as one whole unit. This is similar to 
musicians playing a group of cords as one unit of memory. They start the melody and then their 
motor memory finishes the melody.  In the case of cursive handwriting, a person would start 
writing a high frequency word, then the motor memory would take over, and the writer would 
spell the word subconsciously.  This is much better way for students to learn to spell high 
frequency words, than using phonics rules and all of their exceptions.   
 
That kind of motor memory does not develop as easily  when students print words one letter at a 
time, because each letter in a written word is a separate memory unit. When cursive spelling is 
done, then each letter in a written word is a part of one larger memory unit.  

 
The late Dr. Samuel L. Blumenfeld, one of America’s chief cursive-first advocates, tells us that when we 
write cursive the hand learns to spell.   
 
Why slanted instead of vertical letter formation:  
 

Much cursive instruction today is more vertical because it is not pursuing high letter per minute 
(LPM) scores as an indicator of learning. Joining moves that travel far enough to allow the 
down-stroke to travel back to the left, enable one set of muscles to control the four basic shapes. 
Otherwise, multiple sets must be involved in order to get the needed shapes. That works of 
course, but not at the same high production rate. The coordination of multiple sets slows things 
down or control suffers.  

Letter from Randy Nelson of Peterson Directed Handwriting, 
 January 17, 2014. 

 
Classic Statement by Marilyn J. Adams:  
 

Both theory and data suggest that instruction on neither the sounds of letters nor the recognition 
of whole words should be earnestly undertaken until the child has become confident and quick 
at recognizing individual letters (Beginning Reading, 363). 
 

Oval Terminology: Language of Movement  
 
The following unnumbered pages contain invaluable information on the Oval Terminology: Language 
of Motion for writing cursive letters.  
 
Last revise 10/4/17. Thanks to all my cursive students, especially Zachary Marquez.  












