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Note From Internet Publisher: Donald L. Potter 
Odessa, TX – November 19, 2005 

 
My friend Paul Lukawski sent me this copy of Bowen’s essay in April 2005. It is a very 
important early contribution to our understanding of the psychology of reading. Note especially 
her detailed reference to the earlier work of Oskar Messmer.   The following quote is particularly 
interesting, “There is no evidence in any of the cases that the child works out a system by 
which he learns to recognize words. That he does not work out phonics for himself comes 
out quite clearly in the transposition test.”  The whole-language contention that reading is a 
natural act like learning to speak a language is clearly refuted by this 1911 educational article.  
 
Hat off to Miss Geraldine Rodgers who pointed me to the importance of this article. I have 
published several of her essays on my web site. There are also links to where you purchase her 
books, The Hidden Story: How America's Present-day Reading Disabilities Grew Out of the 
Underhanded Meddling of America's First Experimental Psychologist, and her magnum opus, 
The History of Beginning Reading: From Teaching by "Sound" to Teaching by "Meaning” where 
this article is discussed at length.  
 
For more information on the psychology of reading and for effective phonics-first programs for 
teaching reading, visit my Education Page of my web site: www.donpotter.net.  
 
I launched a Nationwide Educational Reform Campaign in 2007 featuring Hazel Loring’s 
Reading Made Easy with Blend Phonics for First Grade.  
 
 


